
 Girl Scouts of Southern Illinois  

RECYCLING PATCH  

This patch is for all Girl Scouts.  The purpose of the Recycling Patch activity is 
to encourage girls to think about what happens to the trash that goes in the 
trash can.  It inspires girls to reduce, reuse and recycle trash and to teach 
others in the community how easy it is to “Save the Earth” and make the world 
a better place! 

 
For some great activities and supplies, check out the RRR Discovery MEGA kit! It has supplies for 
making paper, games, and activity pages for your troop to help complete this patch! 
   
 
A. Make a visit to a recycling center, watch a recycling movie, or read some recycling books. 
 
1. Describe what happens to garbage when it leaves your house: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What does “biodegradable” mean? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What do the “Three Rs” stand for?  Which do you think is most important? 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What do numbers on the bottom of the plastic containers mean? 
 
 
 
 
5. Why is it important to recycle? 
 
 
 
 
6. Can you recycle the same thing over and over? 
 
 
 
7. Make something out of recycled materials – a model, a desk organizer, locker accessory, etc.  Have a 

contest in your troop or service unit to pick the most colorful, most useful, most material resued, etc.  List 
some of your ideas:  

 
 

• OVER • 



Recycling Patch Order Form 
The patches are $2.00 each.  Please enclose a check payable to GSSI for patches earned. 

For questions or concerns contact Tracy Barnes, 618-692-0692/800-345-6858 or email tbarnes@gsofsi.org 
 

Leader’s Name_________________________________Troop#______# of Girls _______# of Adults _______ 
Address ________________________________________City____________________________Zip_______ 
Phone (D) _________________________________________ (E) ___________________________________ 
Email:  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of patches _____________ x  $2.00 =  $____________ (total amount enclosed) 
 
Mail top portion of this page and check to: 
Attn: Recycling Patch, #4 Ginger Creek Parkway, Glen Carbon, Illinois 62034 
10-5201-303-4902-9999-100-3 

GSSI:FormsFlash/Program/Recycling Patch 92109 

 
 
 
 
B.  Do at least one of the activities below: 
 
 

 Make your own recycled paper from scrap paper you have lying around.   
 

 Play a recycling game. 
 

 Make recycling posters to hang up at your home or school. 
 

 Do a comparison between a recycled product and a non recycled product.  For example, if you choose 
recycled paper, does it fold differently or look different when you write on it?  Does it rip easier or is it 

 stronger? 
 

 Make your own traveling recycler for the next time you do an activity at a place that only has trash cans. 
 

   Do a trash hike, but sort the garbage into recyclables and non recyclables (use gloves!), then take the   
  recyclables to a recycling center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keep the bottom part of this report for your records. Return the top portion to order your patches. 
 


