
              

 

News Release        
 
Release #06292010        
                     
Date:  June 29, 2010         
 
Contact:   
Jay Strobel  
 jstrobel@gsofsi.org  
Erin Johnson 

ejohnson@gsofsi.org  

  

Kaitlin Scheller receives Girl Scout Gold Award… 
the highest individual achievement in Girl Scouting 

 
Glen Carbon, Illinois -- The Girl Scouts of Southern Illinois (GSSI) is pleased to announce that Kaitlin 

Scheller from Mount Olive has earned the Girl Scout Gold Award, the highest award a Girl Scout can receive.   For 
her Girl Scout Gold Award project, Jennifer held a “Tea for Tots” event where she collected infant and child care 
items (diapers, baby food, etc.) which were then donated to the Mount Olive Care Center.  Kaitlin partnered with 
Taylor and Soapes Gift Shop and Tea Room to host the event. 

“I am pleasantly surprised and happy with the success of the Tea for Tots event,” Ms. Scheller said.  “The 
generosity of the community was overwhelming and my Girl Scout Gold Award project help me learn that I can 
accomplish a great feat as an individual, a greater feat working with a group and the greatest feat when working 
with a community.” 

Kaitlin  is  the daughter of David and  Jodene Scheller  from Mount. Olive.   She  is a graduate of Mount Olive 
High School and will be attending Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville to major in Dentistry.  

The Girl Scout Gold Award recognizes a Girl Scout's commitment  to excellence as she develops skills and 
values to meet present and future challenges in her life.  To earn the Girl Scout Gold Award, a Girl Scout Senior or 
Girl  Scout  Ambassador  must  design  and  carry  out  a  plan  of  activities  covering  community  service,  career 
exploration,  specialized  interest  projects,  and  leadership  skills.  The  project must  be  completed with  at  least  65 
hours of work.  Only about 5 percent of eligible girls earn the prestigious Gold Award. 
  Today’s Girl Scouts not only enjoy camping and crafts, but they also explore math and science and learn about 
diversity, good citizenship, leadership and teamwork.  Girl Scouting is the place where girls experience the fun, friendship 
and power of girls together.   
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The mission of Girl Scouting states:  Girl Scouting builds girls of courage, confidence, and character  who make 
the world a better place.   Girl Scouts is the world's pre-eminent organization dedicated solely to girls - all girls - where, in 
an accepting and nurturing environment, girls build character and skills for success in the real world.  In partnership with 
committed adults, girls develop qualities that will serve them all their lives - like strong values, social conscience, and 
conviction about their own potential and self-worth. 
 Girl Scouting has inspired more than 50 million girls and women since its founding in 1912.  As we approach the 
100th anniversary of Girl Scouting, councils nationwide are joining in a historic organizational transformation centered 
around the best leadership development experience for girls in the 21st Century, while ensuring the traditions and values 
that have been core to Girl Scouting since its beginning remain strong and relevant. 
 Today’s Girl Scouts not only enjoy camping and crafts, but they also explore math and science and learn about 
diversity, good citizenship, leadership and teamwork.  Girl Scouting is the place where girls experience the fun, friendship 
and power of girls together.   
 The Girl Scouts of Southern Illinois is a not-for-profit organization supported by various United Ways throughout 
the region.  The Girl Scouts is a Proud Partner of United Way.  For more information, please call Jay Strobel or Erin 
Johnson at 618.692.0692. 
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