
    The Girl Scout “robot revolution” is underway and Troop #2335 
from Neoga is leading the charge!  Led by troop leader Angie 
Worthey, the girls, also known as the “Techie Ten,” travelled to 
Maryville University to participate in the First Lego League (FLL) 
pre-qualifi er competition.  
    But, how well did the “Techie Ten” preform?  “Well enough to 
be one of 16 teams selected to participate at the upcoming FLL re-
gional competition at St. Louis Community College on January 9,” 
said Emily Stanley, Girl Scouts of Southern Illinois (GSSI) program 
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manager and team coach.  “These girls had a wonderful competition and I am so proud of them all,” Stanley added.
     In addition to being selected to move on to the regional competition, the “Techie Ten” team was awarded the 
“TEAMWORK” award by event organizers.  According to Stanley, the judges were not only impressed with the girls’ 
teamwork skills, but their overall enthusiasm and Girl Scout spirit.
     Prior to the competition, the “Techie Ten” were judged on three categories: research, technical ability and teamwork.       
During the robot competition, the girls were given three attempts to complete missions by programing and using their 
robot.  Each attempt was scored and their highest score was enough to qualify them for the FFL regional competition.
     “The  FLL competition was a great opportunity for the girls to learn something new and develop skills that they 
might have never tried, especially coming from a small town like Neoga,” said Worthey.  According to Worthey, all of 
the girls had input, worked great together as a team and listened to each other’s ideas to determine the best approach 
to tackle the missions.
    “We took turns for each match and the girls sitting out each round cheered for us,” said Kayli Worthey a Techie Ten 
team member.  “If the team wasn’t doing well, we cheered each other up,” Kayli added.  
     Kierstyn Albin, another Techie Ten team member, agreed.  “We all worked together and took turns and shared how 
to put on pieces so everyone could have a turn at the table during the competition,”  Kierstyn said.  “The competition 
was very exciting and we didn’t think we were going to make it to the regional competition...but we did!”   
     The Techie Ten team was fi rst introduced to robotics through a GSSI Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM) initiative...thanks to a $7,500 grant from the Motorola Foundation.  
     Stanley stressed that to ensure the robot revolution continues to expand in GSSI, we need volunteers to assist girls 
in building, programming and working with the robots.  “I am looking for adults and older girls to mentor our robotics 
teams...to learn about the method and engineering behind the challenges and programming and to help spread the news 
about this cool program,” Stanley added.
     Anyone interested in learning more about the robotics program or to volunteer, please call Emily Stanley at 
618.692.0692 or e-mail her at estanley@gsofsi.org.  

Meet the Techie Ten Robotics Team from Neoga...Congratulations!!!


