
Program Aide (PA) Weekends
$30/person (includes meals, materials and PA pin)     Min/Max: 10/30     Program Manager: Julie
Earn your PA (Program Aide) pin at this fun overnight training just for girls who have completed 6th grade and up.  Girls 
learn the fi ner points for working with younger girls in a troop or day camp setting using the PA core curriculum and the 
PA specializations of fl ag, crafts, songs, hikes and games.  Adults are asked to not stay for the training.

Dates & Times
 February 25-26, 2012 (reg. deadline 2/1) 9 a.m. Saturday - 9 a.m. Sunday  Camp Cedar Point, Makanda, IL
 April 7-8, 2012 (reg. deadline 3/7)  9 a.m. Saturday - 9 a.m. Sunday  Camp Chan Ya Ta, Worden, IL
 June 1-2, 2012 (reg. deadline 5/9)  6 p.m. Friday - 2 p.m. Saturday  Camp Wassatoga, Effi ngham, IL

Leader In Training (LIT)
The award formerly known as Leader In Training (LIT) has been reformatted and updated to refl ect the needs of Girl 
Scout Seniors and Ambassadors.  This training is now called Volunteer In Training (VIT) and is designed for Girl Scout 
Seniors and Ambassadors who want to mentor girls in pathways other than the camp pathway.  More information is 
coming soon about this exciting new Teen Mentor Award!

For more information on the Leadership Program, contact Julie Schmale at 618.242.5079 x2107 or jschmale@gsofsi.org.

Girl Scout Gold Award Committee
The Girl Scout Gold Award Committee is a group of dedicated volunteers who offer support and guidance to girls pur-
suing the Girl Scout Gold Award.  The committee reviews and accepts initial proposals for the Girl Scout Gold Award 
projects and provides valuable feedback to enhance the success of the project.  Committee members mentor girls 
earning their Gold Award, hear fi nal reports from girls who have completed their projects and approve the fi nal award.

Girls wishing to present their initial proposal or fi nal project must submit the appropriate paperwork AT LEAST 2 
WEEKS BEFORE the meeting they plan to participate in.  (All paperwork must be typed.)  This provides the committee 
ample time to review paperwork and prepare for the meeting.

Intent interviews are conference call phone interviews.  However, fi nal projects will be presented in person to com-
mittee members THREE times this year.  Projects must be approved by the March 3, 2012 meeting in order for girls to 
receive their pins at the All That Glitters Ceremony in April.

Intent Interviews will be held on the following dates at 6:30 p.m.:  September 7, 2011 (submission deadline 8/24); Oc-
tober 5, 2011 (submission deadline 9/21); December 7, 2011 (submission deadline 11/23); February 1, 2012 (submission deadline 1/18); 
April 4, 2012 (submission deadline 3/21) and May 2, 2012 (submission deadline 4/18).

Final Report Interviews will be held on the following dates at 10 a.m.:  August 6, 2011 (submission deadline 7/21); No-
vember 5, 2011 (submission deadline 10/20) and March 3, 2012 (submission deadline 2/16).  Assigned interview times begin at 10 
a.m.  Interviews will be held at the Corporate Service Center in Glen Carbon, Camp Wassatoga in Effi ngham and Heart-
land Healthcare Center in Marion.  For more information, contact Angie Suhre at 618.692.0692 x1112.

Extended Trip Training
Great news!  The Extended Trip Training is now being offered as an Independent Study.  This training is for GS Cadette, 
GS Senior and GS Ambassador troop leaders/advisors who plan on taking their troop/group on an Extended Trip.  An 
Extended Trip is defi ned as a Girl Scout troop/group planning a trip lasting three or more nights, exclud-
ing holidays, AND exceeds 175 miles one-way from their hometown.  One leader/advisor from the troop is re-
quired to have taken the training in the past three years in order to participate in an Extended Trip.  It is highly recom-
mended that two or more adults that plan on attending the trip take the training.  This training is located on our website 
at www.gsofsi.org or you can request a packet by e-mailing tbarnes@gsofsi.org.  After reviewing the training materials, 
fi ll out a short test and send it back in.  If you have any questions about Extended Trips, please contact Tracy Barnes at 
618.692.0692 x1106 or e-mail tbarnes@gsofsi.org.


